
Financial Director Platform 2016-2017  
 

My name is Christopher Whitehair, and I am a sophomore Finance major. I am currently the 
Development Coordinator for Senate, and I am running for Financial Director of Senate for the 
2016-2017 school year. This document will outline my primary platform points; however, what is 
included in this document is by no means the limit of change I want to bring to Senate from the 
Financial Director position in the upcoming year. 

First, I want to be an available resource to college councils for establishing endowment and 
scholarships. During my time in Senate I have begun a process to create an internal Senate 
Endowment which is tentatively valued at $30,000, managed the President Power’s Endowment 
which currently is valued at $100,000, and outlined the process to award the President Power’s 
Endowed Scholarship. Over my time managing these endowments and scholarship funds, I have 
accumulated invaluable contacts at the UT Development Office and the Student Affairs Office that 
have the ability to start any organization down a path to creating an endowment and/or scholarship 
fund. In addition, I have a thorough knowledge of the time and effort needed to develop, administer, 
and execute the creation and funding of endowments and scholarships. For these reasons, I will host 
a completely optional best practices workshop alongside UT administration for any council that 
wishes to create an endowment or scholarship. This workshop will include the general idea of an 
endowment or scholarship fund, how to create either, how to fundraise for either, and how to award 
funds from either. 

Second, I want to be an available resource to college councils for establishing a precedent 
for fundraising. During my time at the University I have fundraised $9,000 for Imagine a Way for 
Autism through Delta Sigma Pi, $4,500 for Voices Against Violence through Texas Blazers, and 
$1,500 for the Senate Internal Scholarship fund. In Senate, I was the first individual in order 15 
years to host a fundraising event. I have a passion for creating fundraising initiatives in any 
organization I am a part of. As Financial Director, I would be a resource to college councils who 
want to go about establishing events surrounding fundraising efforts. I would connect college 
councils with representatives at Horn Raiser, CTBAC, TexasExes, Texas Parents, UT Development 
Office, Office of the Vice President of Student Affairs, college administration, and countless other 
organization on campus which facilitate fundraising for students. In addition, I would host a best 
practices workshop for fundraising which would include information on effective fundraising 
events, motivating an organizations members to fundraise, and executing effective fundraising 
events.  

Third, I want to stress readjusting cost from internal Senate expenditures. Internal Senate has 
seen a proliferation of internal events that result in an impact that is disproportional to the amount of 
spending required. The ‘weeklong event with t-shirts’ theme for each internal committee has placed 
a burden on the Senate budget that is unbecoming of our ability to effectively allocate and spend our 
budget. I propose that the readjustment of the internal Senate budget be reallocated across Senate 
External and Internal as whole in a way that pushes internal Senate committees to rethink the way in 
which they spend money on their events. In addition, I will require a best practices spending 
workshop for every member of the chair and coordinator team that refocuses the spending of 
internal Senate on new and frugal events.  

Thank you for taking the time to review my platform points. I am open to discussion on any 
information listed here or any additional thoughts or concerns regarding the future of Senate 
Internal/External relations. If you have any questions about these points, please do not hesitate to 
reach out to me via email at: chriswhitehair@utexas.edu or phone at: (210) 787-0714. 
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