Liberal Arts Council
College of Liberal Arts | University of Texas at Austin
Membership Information and Application
Spring 2012
Dear prospective member,
Liberal Arts Council is a student organization that represents the interests of students in the College of Liberal Arts. We serve as a link between students and college administration, faculty, staff, departments, and the professional world. Through programs, lectures, and many other events, Liberal Arts Council works to build a community within the college and create a small college experience at our large university.
As a member of the Senate of College Councils, a legislative student organization whose focus is on academic affairs, Liberal Arts Council writes and votes on legislation to improve the academic lives of our students. As such, our members are selected for their dedication to the college, desire to enrich the college experience, enthusiasm for the university, and capacity to motivate others.
We would like to invite you to one of our information sessions to learn more about the Council and meet members of the Executive Board. Information sessions will be held on Tuesday, January 24th at 5:00pm in MEZ 1.306 and Wednesday, January 25th at 5:00pm in MEZ 1.306. Additional information is available on our website, www.utlac.com.
Applications are due by 5:00pm on Tuesday, January 30th. Please refer to page 3 of this application for submission information.
Please contact me if you have any questions and thank you for your interest in the Council. 
Good luck!
Shakshi Kshatriya
Vice President, Liberal Arts Council
www.utlac.com
Standing Committees
Alumni Relations 
The Alumni Relations committee develops programs and events that showcase our Liberal Arts alum and connects them with students in informal settings. The chair will be charged with keeping detailed records on our Liberal Arts Council alumni and facilitating open communication with them. This committee will work closely with the college’s development office.
For more information, contact Richie Gill at richiegill@gmail.com.
Campus and Community Focus
The Campus and Community Focus committee organizes Liberal Arts Council’s participation in various events within the college, the university, and the Austin community. Committee members also have the opportunity to plan and implement their own service-based events.
For more information, contact Cole Cable at colecable@gmail.com.
College Ambassadors
The College Ambassadors committee will engage Liberal Arts Affiliated Student Organizations by bringing them into the legislative processes of LAC and Senate. This committee will serve as a liaison between LAASOs and LAC, college administration, faculty and staff. This committee will provide a medium for student organizations to gain resources by hosting workshops, communicating college and DoS deadlines, and hosting monthly Dean’s meetings. Events that require the collaboration of several organizations should be developed.
For more information, contact Phil Wiseman at wiseman.philip@gmail.com.
Departmental Representatives
The Departmental Representation committee directly engages in dialogue with students, advisors, and chairs of the college’s departments, centers, and programs. Members of the committee will discuss concerns, issues and ideas directly with the deans of the college in monthly dean’s meetings.
For more information, contact Blake Meyer at meyerbla@gmail.com.
Faculty Affairs
The Faculty Affairs committee develops programs and events that enrich the student academic experience in the College by connecting students and faculty outside of the classroom. This committee will lead LAC’s efforts during Senate’s Faculty Appreciation Week.
For more information, contact Cassie Maneen at c_maneen@yahoo.com.
Newsletter
The Newsletter committee is charged with creating and distributing a monthly newsletter.  Members will author editorials about upcoming events and initiatives as well as secure funds and distribute issues.
For more information, contact Cheyenne Smith at cheyennesmith09@yahoo.com or Marisa Montemayor at marisa.montemayor@yahoo.com.
Policy
The Policy Committee will analyze, gather feedback, and write legislation to be voted on by Senate as well as LAC. This committee will seek input on every resolution presented to and voted on by the council. Policy committee will also serve as an internal audit and review for LAC procedures to insure our constitution matches our practices.
For more information, contact Andrew Wilson at andrewwilson@mail.utexas.edu.
Recognition and Awards
The Recognition and Awards Committee will facilitate the distribution of $15,000 of study abroad scholarships each year. This committee will lead the selection of all award winners including the Liberal Arts Council Teaching Award. This committee will be in charge of finding innovative ways to recognize talented students in the college as well as the council. It should aim to create a culture of recognition and appreciation.
For more information, contact Christine Thorne-thomsen at cftt@thorne-thomsen.com.
Student Affairs
The Student Affairs committee works to involve students in the Council’s programs while also addressing concerns about student life in the College of Liberal Arts. This committee also works closely with the Liberal Arts Student Division to host programs that serve in the interests of students. In addition, Student Affairs works closely with Liberal Arts Career Services and serves as a conduit for professional development and student input to LACS.  
For more information, contact Katie Massey at kmassey023@yahoo.com.
Traditions
The Traditions Committee fosters and creates a sense of community within the Council by means deemed appropriate by the Executive Board. Events should include, but are not limited to, the creation of a ‘family’ system, assigning Big LAC and Little LAC pairings with the new member class, organizing LAC Intramural Sports teams, and collaborating on themed meetings. This committee will also be required to develop at least one official social for the Council each semester. Additionally, the Traditions committee is tasked with being the primary organizer within the Council of at least two socials in collaboration with another Council entity on campus (one of them being the Senate assigned ‘Buddy’ Council). This committee will be responsible for creating a scrap book of council initiatives each semester.
For more information, contact Jacob Troublefield at troublefield.jacob@gmail.com or TJ Harris at tjharris@mail.utexas.edu.
A Note About LAC Committees
While each member of the Liberal Arts Council is required to participate and contribute to at least one of the Council’s standing committees, we encourage members to assist and participate in all of the Council’s ten committees. Members are also encouraged to sit on any of LAC’s special task forces. These are short-term, flexible teams designed to address specific college issues as they arise.
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Submit your complete application and resume via email to lac@austin.utexas.edu. All applications must be received by 5pm on Tuesday, January 30th. Late applications will not be considered. 
Timeline and Commitments
As a member of Liberal Arts Council, you must be able to the following commitment—these are strict requirements and non-negotiable. If you are unable to meet these expectations, LAC may not be right for you at this time. 

• Applicants will be notified via phone and e-mail of their interview status.

• Applicants must be available for interviews Thursday-Friday evening, February 2nd & 3rd. Interviews will last approximately 20 minutes.

• Applicants will be notified by 10pm on Friday, February 3rd of their membership status.

• Those accepted will attend a mandatory over-night retreat the day and night of Sunday, February 4th.

• All members are required to attend meetings every Tuesday 6-7:30pm.

• New members are required to attend new member meetings every Sunday 7-8pm for the spring semester, as well as work on a comprehensive New Member Project.

• All members will serve on at least one Liberal Arts Council committee.  

• Participation in at least 3/4ths of all council activities is required. Members must earn the required number of points to avoid council probation.

• Membership dues are usually $75 for the entire year and are used for council events as well as college-wide events and initiatives that impact CoLA students. If you have financial concerns, please contact Landon Sparks, Liberal Arts Council Financial Director, at sparks.landon@gmail.com. 
If you have any questions about membership requirements and commitments of the Liberal Arts Council, please contact Shakshi Kshatriya, Liberal Arts Council Vice President.
By turning in this application, you certify that all of the above information is correct to the best of your knowledge and that you understand the commitments of being a member of the Liberal Arts Council. 
Additional Information and Questions
Respond to the following questions and include with your final application. Do not exceed six pages, including the Application for General Membership (cover sheet) and resume.
Required Responses: 
Include a one-page resume.

• Briefly explain why you chose a major in the College of Liberal Arts.

• How can the Liberal Arts Council better serve the student body, and what can you personally bring to LAC to accomplish this goal?

• Liberal Arts Council has several committees with different functions. Which committee, listed previously, would you most like to serve on and why?  Please list a second choice and briefly describe why it is your second choice. 

• Each semester, the new member class is tasked with planning and executing a project to better the College of Liberal Arts. Please describe, in detail, a project that you would like to implement as a new member. 

• What leadership skills do you hope to gain from being a part of LAC and why?
Answer two of the following questions on one page.

• What is your favorite quote and why? 

• You can be the CEO of any company in the world, be it large or small, non-profit or for profit. Which company would you want to lead? Briefly describe your choice. You may invent a company if you choose.

• In your academic career thus far, choose one book you have read or film you have watched, and explain its impact on you.  

• If you could have dinner with any person, living or dead, who would it be and why?
Submit your complete application and resume via email to lac@austin.utexas.edu. All applications must be received by 5pm on Tuesday, January 30th. Late applications will not be considered. 
